New Voices: New Politics

Caroline Andrew and Fran Klodawsky

Lis January 2{H}5 in the Council

Chambers of the City of Ottawa, Tt 1s

budget time. All day the coancil has
been listening 1o public deleganons. The
early evening has been tuken up with a
well arpanized series of presenters —
both Temale ind male — making arpu-
menls for coltimg taxes and culting ser-
viees. All bive been elderly, white and
relatively well-oll. One especially well-
documented presentation was about dra-
maticilly rmising public trans fares

Then, up pets o group of twelye
wornen, The comtrast vould ni ive been
mowe striking. They were diverse women
who spamed every dimension of visible
dilference, They brilliamly iHustrted the
diversity of Ottawa that 15 0 the process
ol becoming more visible in all realms of
com ity lile bt {5 as yet unrecognized
i Foemval decision-muking spheres. All
were wisirng peach coloured scorves as a
syimbol of their solidarty andst differ-
ences, They began with o song:

We v come fo ok

T gherre ouer views

Cuneve when we vate, we 'l think of vou,
W are wowen across this cire

We represent commnities

Pleage fake the fime

Tor see onr views

We e the city thal cares, incfudes
Please bring alfve the 2620

frv o dneelpet Tvo ticisand Five

Memay monmtmres few fenes

D foute fa ville

W't e frappe of vew will

206200 weill work fust fine

B cwer Bt Tive thousand Five,

The song was followed by two hard-
hitting presentations: one, about the
importance of grants 1o community
groups, and the second, about the impor-
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tanee of good
and accessible
public trans-
portation lor
the daily lives
of wamen, their
fumilies and
their communi-
tes hiving on
low and fixed
imcames. The
presenters were
eloguent aboul
the isolation and
marginalization
imposed on them
and therr families
when the costs of
public services,
such as recreation
anid public trans-
POrAnen, prevent-
ed them or their
children  from
involvement in
public life and
activities. Both
Linked the relatively
progressive 20/20
plan for Ottawa's
development with iis abandonment by the
City Council in the light of therr perceived
budeet cnsis,

The impact of the presentition was
palpable. The song had woken up those
who were dozing, worred some that the
rules of procedice were being broken. and
energized others. The presenters had suc-
ceeded in making the point that this 2roup
was really speaking for many communi-
tics and families and women in Omawa.

These women were all "graduates™ of
training organized by the City for All
Women Initiative/ Initiative: une ville
poter toules les femmes (CAWIL-IVTF), on
how to influence decisions at City Hall,
Represenlatives had been selected from

wWe muyt open doors
they remuin open, 80 that

- o
NHous devons ouvriy tes port
demeurent ouwertes ofin que &

Iy der
inlaline it
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aned We mUst seo to it
othevs cun pass ehioogh.

g ot vellloy & o¢ qu'elies
outres puissent ¥ posger

community-based wamen's groups and
the training had included preparing meet-
ings with individual councillors and making
the budget presentation. CAWI-IVTE is
the second phase of a Status of Women
Canada funded project in Ogawn (1he first
phase was described in Women and
Environments G263, pp49-50) whose
objective 15 0 ncrease diverse women's
aceess to municipal decision-making and
tor promote gender inclusive practices thal
are respectiul of diversity in Ouawa,
Even while CAWT-IVTF projects a
maodel of an alternative politics and »
transformed city, it also works in collabo-
ration with the City 0F Ottawa. As an orga-
nization, it argues For bread and roses:
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bread in the sense of using municipal ser-
vices lo achieve greater re-distribution of
resources 10 marginalized citizensfresi-
dents and roses as the recognition of the
cquality and the dignity of these citizens.

The CAWIIVTF women had caref, ully
thought out the budget. The S0ng wak
intended 10 make the point that, although
they knew the rules for public presenta-
tiens, they did not intend 1o be con-
stramed by them. They signolled that the
standard approach to citizen consuliation
in the Ciy of Owawa could not caplure
what the women necded 1o comvey: that
cities profoundly affect lives, ehpecially
when the texture of those lives is “differ-
ent.” The women were keen 10 establish
that Tide i< also abow singing and caring
and recognizing that colture is un tilegral
Pt of whal i ity should be abou,

The presentation was oppositional
Both in coment and in fonm, i argued lor
preater re-distiibution of quality urban
public services o equalize lite chances for
commmunities and individin)s hiving on
lowe el fived incomes, And it acknowl-
edged dilferent dimensions of marginil-
ization — ethno-culral deversity, race,
Aboriginality, women, desability, and
Francophone status, It argued that the cur-
rent budget proposals of the City of
Ottawa were not working t1owards o maore
inclusive city and were not in the inierests
af the communities, families and women
that CAWI-IVTE spoke {or.

CAWILIVTE is about the emeérging
seript of municipal palitics in Ottawa. It is
about the recognition of diversity and par-
ticularly ahout the recognition of the mul-
tiple dimensions of diversity — abou
intersectionality. It is about women from
new immigrant communities, about single
mothers and about rural teenage women.
Itis about better services and about voices
being heaid and being recagnized. It is
abaut diverse women’s involvement in
decision making at the mumicipal level, b
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Water for African Cities
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HABITAT's Water for African Cities Programme
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orty 1o 70 percent of urban Alricans

live in slums, informal settlements

and peri-urban arexs. Most of these
settlements are not recognized by plan-
fung acts and laws and thus not provided
with basic municipal services such gs
water, sanitation, solid waste removal,
drainage, roads, schools and health clin-
ics. Depending on the age. location, and
population density of the slum. living
conditions in informal sertlements can
honestly be called deplorable,

Slums are also where the urban podr
live; und increasingly, the poOr are over-
whelmingly women and child-headed
households, In the cities of Accra, Addis
Ababa, Bamake. Dakar, Dire Dawa, Jos,
Kampala, Kigali. Lusaka, and
Ouagadougoun all partners in UN-
HABITAT's Water for African Cities
(WAC') I Programme. recent research indi-
cates that poor women and children are
beginning to répresent much larger propor-
tions of the slum populations than previ-
ously thought. For women as managers of
homes and domestic Services. not having
access 10 safe; affordable and accessible
water and sanitary Facilities close to their
homes makes daily living even more ardy-
ous than it already is due o poverty and
lack of income-generating options.

"My mather and I are having sleepless
and uncomfortable night on Saturdays s
we will be waiting for the pipe to be
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opened so thar we can stove water for our
feenify, "
aschool girl in Teshie, Acer,

In this part of Teshie, witer from the
water main is only availuble on Saurday
nights, There is oo water neirhy the rest
of the week,

I a primary schoal in Cynali, Kignli,
500 children share | tap of water, There
are very few toilets, and girls and hoys
have 1o ise the same toilets,

In many slums, women have been
attacked and sexually assaulted at nighi
when they are our alone and awary from
their homes trying to relieve themselves.

In Uganda, us in many other countries,
voung girls of menstruation age drop out
of school due to the ur-affordability of
sanitary pads, the lack of private and clean
toilets and lack of water in schools. This
has prompted the African Women
Educationalists to launch a campaign o
break the silence around menstruation and
menstruation products and to orsanize tosr
separate toilets in schools so girls can
continue their education. Depriving much
of the female half of the population fram
soctal, cultural, political and economic
engagement due to lack of education is
very costly for Uganda, To provide safe
and affordable water and toilets wonld be
much cheaper than the cast of ill health
and the loss of girls' and women's rights
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