
Who’s running for Mayor?
Where do they stand?
A record 20 candidates are running for mayor.  Here we highlight the four front runners and what we know as of this date: 
September 30.    You can ask them where they stand to get the answers.
But first, some facts about money:
· Cities do not get their fair share of public money. Of all the taxes that residents pay, 50% goes to federal government, 42% to provincial government and only 8% to municipalities.  Meanwhile, 50% of our services are provided by the city.  Which candidates will work to change this?

· Each year, the City will have $23 million extra dollars to spend, because the province is starting to take back (upload) the cost of some social services that were downloaded onto Ontario cities in the 1990’s.   Which candidates plan to reinvest this money in social services?
	
	Clive Doucet
	Andrew Haydon
	Larry O’Brien


	Jim Watson

	Background
	City Councillor of Capital Ward since 1997, poet, writer on environmentally sustainable cities.
	Regional Chair of Ottawa-Carleton, 1978-1991, ran for Council in 2006, was defeated. Council Chamber and park named after him.

	Current Mayor of Ottawa  Remains on board of Calian Technologies that made him a millionaire as the CEO.
	Mayor of Ottawa before amalgamation. MPP for Ottawa West - Nepean since 2003. Served as Ontario’s Minister of Municipal Affairs, and Minister of Health Promotion. 

	Key messages
	Sustainable light rail, affordable housing and vibrant public services are within our means, and will save us money as Ottawa grows. Supports living wage.

	Cancel Light Rail plan; instead expand current Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) 
	- Mayor will write the city budget 
-0% tax inc, freeze wages and department budgets


	-City Council is not working
-Ethics and integrity – points out that Calian income from City has increased during O’Brien’s term in office
--Reduce Council from 24 to 14-17 Councillors


	Child care

improve to make it affordable and work for families when and where they need it.

	Has voted in the past to support  public and community based child care.
	As regional Chair, he came to understand the importance of publicly funded child care.
	Believes child care is a family responsibility; not clear that he support s publicly funded child care.
	When asked about support for child care he stated, “my number one priority will be housing”

	Affordable Housing

increase 1000 units over 4 years

-put part of upload savings into housing

	-Supports increasing 1000 units over four years.
-Would start a land trust for public housing
-No commitment yet to use upload savings to create an annual fund for housing.

	-No commitment yet to use upload savings to create an annual fund for housing
- 


	-No commitment  yet to use upload savings to create an annual fund for housing
-wants private-sector developers to incorporate homeless accommodations in their housing projects.
	-No commitment yet to use upload savings to create an annual fund  for housing
-Plans to release housing strategy

	Accessible Recreation

ensure that parks, recreation and facilities are accessible to low-income residents
	Increase recreation budget, increase playing fields, reduce cost of rinks and playing fields, reinstate wading pool program, create new committee for parks, recreation, culture and environment.

	?
	?
	-Will freeze fees for recreational programs and rental of community facilities for 4 years
-Will pay for this by drawing upon the savings from the uploading of social service costs to province

	Transit Fares

increase fares by no more than rate of inflation

	-Voted against 50% of bus costs coming from fares. 
	?
	-Freeze tax subsidy for bus fares, (now 50% of cost), which means fewer routes and higher fares.

	?

	Transit
	-Transit Plan: LRT in 4 years. Opposes light rail plan tunnel and 20 years to complete. Proposes surface rail as less expensive and faster to build to the suburbs.
-Segregated lanes for cyclists, network of bike paths.

-improve bus services and commuting connections
	Bus rapid transit by expanding current system; but director of light rail says this would invalidate current fed/prov funding.
	Wants to establish an Independent Transit Commission to manage transit.
-Build ring road around city
-Light rail tunnel downtown would mean more space for cycling lanes on streets
	-Endorsed Council’s light rail plan, private  board to manage construction, Transit Ontario to manage contracts
-Establish independent Transit Commission to manage transit 
-Increase bus route  efficiencies 
- Opposes ring road as would promote urban sprawl.



	Environment
	-See Transit Plan

-Greater access to locally grown food: food terminal,  farmer’s markets

-Restore recycling for businesses
-create a fund to buy environmentally sensitive lands to avoid developers developing the land.
	
	-Build ring road around city
-Light rail tunnel downtown would mean more space for cycling lanes on streets
	- City should not run food terminal

- Create a fund to buy environmentally sensitive lands to avoid developers developing the land.

-City offer incentives to homeowners to install alternative energy technologies.

	Property Taxes
.


	Not realistic to give specific tax increase figure, as arbitrary numbers have not worked in past.  Will keep taxes in line with cost of living. Work with other municipalities to lobby provincial and federal governments to get bigger share of  tax revenues. 
	Keeping tax increase to 0% is not realistic
	0% increase, as promised in last election, even if it means “reducing quality of some of our services” and reducing number of city employees; however during O’Brien’s current term taxes rose by 14% and number of staff increased by 16%.  Asking other members of Council to pledge to not increase taxes..
	Increase by 2.5%, the rate of inflation to cover rising costs; freeze hiring of city staff in first year


CAWI- City for All  Women Initiative    
IVTF – Initiative: une ville pour toutes les femmes 
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