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My name is Beth Schilling, I live in Ottawa South; and I am joined here today by Charity Gasesepe, who lives in the Banff –Ledbury community.  We are here today women in the network of the City for All Women Initiative (CAWI).  I would like to offer the following poem as an illustration of the realities of poverty today and the need for policy initiatives like the poverty reduction strategy.
Poverty's not dull:  it's colourful and bright,

like the cars whizzing past in a homeless person's night,

like that empty stomach neon daydream/nightmare kind of State,

where a mom has to say "there's no supper for our plates"

and kids look up and smile and say  "that's  alright"

cause they don't want mommy cryin' when they sleep again tonight.
so they try to make her laugh but  it only makes her sad

cause she thinkin' of the things that she wishes that they had

like supplies for their school and clothes to keep them warm

a safe route to get to work, and a life lived far from harm-

away from the restrictions and prescriptions of here,

away from all the stigma and this life full of  fears.

she wants a fresh new start, with a caseworker who has the time to care,

about the needs that she can't meet, the burdens that she bares,

cause in this world she's struggling but she feels invisible

we need to make the hard changes; exert the political will,

put the power behind the voices, that say THIS ISN'T RIGHT!,

no child should be hungry in Ottawa tonight;

nobody live in fear for the people that they love;

nobody left out homeless, sleeping in a coat and gloves;

no addict lack for treatment; no body have to beg and plead,

for the basics of this life, which we should all be guaranteed.

where's the depth to tackling problems of  poverty?

where's the leaders who will end this marginality?

well, I know you councilors are trying to end this disgrace,  

and as a voter I will remember if you run in the next race.

you’ve  worked so hard so more than band-aids can finally arrive

and if you see it through Ottawa can earn a sustainable pride

a pride that comes from Doing the hard work, everything we can,

to remove the blight of poverty from all our environments.
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Charity: Hello, I speak to you today as an immigrant single mother of two children, living on low-income who is committed to the well-being of my community.  I know many of the words in this poem, as I have lived them and know many women who live them every day. On behalf of CAWI, we wish to express our thanks to this Committee, city staff and community members who have created this Poverty Reduction Strategy.  We support the implementation of this strategy in Ottawa.  It is a marvelous step in what will hopefully be a long-term commitment to reducing the impact of poverty in our communities.

Your proposal hits upon many important factors that deepen poverty and shines light on the effects poverty has on health, school achievement, employment, criminality, civic engagement, and participation in community activities.  
-Increase access to recreation for low-income people
I participated in the CAWI projected where we held focus groups around the city to inform the    Recreation Master Plan.  We heard from one community after another that recreation services are not accessible to many in poverty and that they are so important for our health and well-being.
-Improve access to city services by ensuring the 311 and 211 line can provide information on a full range of services.
This is crucial and such a line needs to have the capacity to give the information that we need.  Now when I call for information, I am told to go on-line to get the information, but I don’t have a working computer, what am I to do?
-Advocate that the Province increases social assistance rates.

I live on $500 a month which is to pay for the rent and all the expenses for my two children.  

We are pleased that the principles guiding this strategy recognize that “local solutions must be responsive to the full diversity of the community, including gender, age, ability, urban/rural, Aboriginal peoples, newcomer and racialized status.”  
However, the report has little explanation of the unique situations of women in poverty and the specific needs of women or mothers in poverty, especially single mothers.
The reality is that poor single mothers (and even mothers with partners) who don’t have flexible, accessible, affordable quality childcare cannot take advantage of many of the  programs and or policies suggested in your poverty reduction strategy. It becomes impossible to find work.

The committee  proposes to look at the specific needs of diverse populations in future work, but  a plan that has not acknowledged one of the major impediments to women’s ability to get out of poverty, cannot, and will not, meet the needs of women living in poverty.
To this end, we ask the committee to consider the addition of a 17th recommendation:
Promote quality childcare options that are affordable, accessible and flexible so as to accommodate different hours of employment and community activity.
In conclusion, CAWI once again would like to thank the committee for its hard work and offers its full support of this Poverty Reduction Strategy.  We believe the strategy’s implementation would be a step in the right direction on the journey to eradicate poverty in Ottawa.






