
Women’s Eyes on the Draft City Budget 2010

Questions to ask your Councillor

City Council is now hearing from residents on the draft City Budget 2010.  This is your chance to consider what you want to see in the City Budget.  You can then let them know your views:

	· Contact your City Councillor by e-mail or you can call them (Tip: if you call after hours, you can simply leave a message)

· Ask a question at a  Budget Consultation, in December and January.

· Give a 5 min presentation to City Council, the week of January 25. To register contact 613-580-2424, ext. 12487 or send an e-mail to budgetdelegations@ottawa.ca.
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· Attend CAWI’s Women’s Action Forum on the City Budget to learn more: 
Thursday, January 14, 6:00-8:00, 
Honeywell Room, City Hall
Councillors,  seeking re-election in 2010, want to please the residents in their ward more than ever.  Our Views Matter!

The good news: This draft budget does not have the dramatic cuts to community services as in previous draft budgets.  With a 3.9% tax increase (2.9% for City core services and 1% for police and library), they have planned a slight increase for most departments to cover costs. There are not the cuts to Childcare, Arts and Recreation proposed in previous draft budgets.

City Council has learned the community will not accept these cuts and  learned tax increases are necessary to keep up with increasing costs of running a City.

Some possible messages:  Women in our network have reviewed the draft budget and have identified some issues for you to consider.  If you agree, you may wish to send one of these messages to your Councillor.

Bus Fares

Concern:  The City is increasing bus fares each year so as to have riders pay 55% of the cost of the transit system. This makes it less affordable each year.  Those on Para –Transp are also having an increase.  The three year plan is to increase the fare in July by 7.5%. The proposed budget moves this fare increase up to April.

Sample question:

Good evening, my name is _______and I live in Councillor _______ ward.

Each year the cost of taking the bus rises, which is making it harder to afford. I know many women who rely upon buses to get to work, to do errands for their family and many youth who need it to go to school. 7.5 % increase is too much.  And now Council is proposing to move the fare increase up to April from July.

Will you put forth a motion to not raise the fare until July and to raise it at a lower rate? 
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Bus Routes 

Concern: Council is proposing to reorganize some bus routes and reduce the frequency of others. See the attached list. What impact would this have on you and your community?
	Sample question:

Good evening, my name is _______and I live in Councillor _______ ward.

I know many women who rely upon public transit to transport themselves and their families to needed services and jobs everyday.  I am very concerned about the plans to reduce some services.  (Name the bus route that would affect you and your community and the impact it would have.  For example: I know many women who rely upon buses for their family and to get to work. It is the women who work night and evening shifts, who will have longer waits at the bus stop and walk greater distances.  This will reduce women’s ability to get to work safely.) 
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or in speaking about service reductions in general

Taking service away at various times makes it very confusing for passengers. If someone sees  a sign for a stop they assume the bus runs everyday and unless it is clearly marked on the stop (which it rarely is) people will stand and wait for a bus that never comes. This discourages people from taking the bus. As well, there are already many routes that have limited services. Adding more cuts to the service times will add to people's frustration with the bus system.

Will you vote to maintain this needed bus service(s) ?
Re-invest ODSP savings into Health and Social Services
	Concern:  In the 1990’s, the provincial government “downloaded” the cost of social services (social housing, ODSP and public health) onto municipalities.  This meant cities had to stretch their property tax dollars even further.  The result: many health and social services have been under-funded as the City has had less money for them.  In recent years,
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the Ontario government has recognized this mistake so has started taking back the cost of these services (“uploading”). This year the province is uploading $18 million of ODSP and will upload twice that much next year.  

We need a commitment from City Council that those funds will go back into the health and social services to reinvest in what has been taken from community services since the 1990’s.  

Sample question:

Good evening, my name is _________ and I live in Councillor ___ ward.  This year, the City of Ottawa will have an $18 million savings as the Ontario government continues to upload the cost of ODSP.  Next year, the province will upload twice that much.  I have seen the impact of underfunded community services in my community (you might give an example). 

Is this $18 million savings going to be reinvested in health and social services?  If not, will you put forth a  motion that those savings remain in health and social services?
Keep Crime Prevention Ottawa

	Concern:  Proposed to eliminate Crime Prevention Ottawa. CPO has proven to be very effective in engaging the community in crime prevention initiatives, including addressing youth crime violence against women, seniors and people with disabilities. See www.CrimePreventionOttawa.ca for information about important programs.
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Sample question: 

Good evening, my name is _______and I live in Councillor _______ ward.

Crime Prevention Ottawa has played a valuable role by enabling community organizations to carry out important crime prevention initiatives.  The funding they provide to community groups combined with the forums they have sponsored have proven effective in addressing youth crime, violence against women, seniors and people with disabilities.    It only costs .01% of the city budget.  Money well spent. 

Will you vote to maintain funding for Crime Prevention Ottawa in this year’s budget?

	Recreation Fees

Concern:  Recreation fees continue to climb making them unaffordable for many. Many residents are not aware of the subsidies available for low-income residents or are ashamed to ask for them.  The City is currently developing a new Recreation Master Plan with principles about making services inclusive for everyone. Council has directed staff to develop 
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a “new fee policy that recognizes priority segments (i.e., residents with low income, children, youth, seniors and persons with disabilities)”. Even though the Recreation Master Plan is not finalized, it is important to ask Council if this budget is in keeping with the guidelines Council has approved.

Sample Question:

My name is ________and I live in ________ward.

I am concerned that the rising cost of recreation services is making them unaffordable for people in my community (give an example) In understand that Council has approved guidelines in the new Recreation Master Plan which say the City will reduce barriers to accessing the services. The rising cost of fees is a barrier. I also undersand that Council has directed staff to develop a new fee policy as subsidies are often not accessed by those who need them most.  

Are fees increasing this year in recreation services?  What is the City doing now to make sure this will not be a barrier to people wishing to access these services in my community?
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