Women’s Eyes on the Draft City Budget 2009
Sample Questions
Your Views Matter!

Big changes are being proposed in the 2009 City Budget that will affect the lives of women, our families, our communities and our workplaces. Each year, City Council has told the community to expect service cuts, but the community told them no. 
However, this year will be even more difficult as the city is short of funds. The deficit for 2008 is $25 millions and the expected shortfall for 2009 is over 33 millions. 

Here are some of the questions that women could ask at City Budget Consultations (Nov 5 – 28) or send directly to their Councillor. Consider asking one of these questions or adapt it to name your own concerns.

Visit www. ottawa.ca, for more information on the budget.
	Funding city services

Good evening. My name is __________; I live in Councillor ________ ward.  As a mother who immigrated to Canada (or change to fit who you are), I appreciate how city services have made it possible for my family to be welcomed into Canada. I want to ensure that our city is a place where everyone can live a healthy life. But if City Council decides to balance the 2009 budget by under funding community services and ignoring current gaps in services, the whole community will suffer.  

What will you do to ensure that valuable services are not cut in this year’s budget?
Are you prepared to take a leadership role in working with Ottawa residents to pressure the province and the federal government to give you the money you need to address the needs of all residents in future budgets?
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Fund services to prevent crime, rather than increase police 

My name is_____________and I live in Councillor ________ward.

I am wondering how  City Council can justify giving the police an increase in this budget,  while dramatically reducing  city staff positions and city services.  It is because of the city’s investment in quality services that we have one of the lowest crime rates in years.
Would it not be smarter to freeze the police budget in this critical year and invest in the city staffing, city services and community services that prevent crime?

Will you consider voting no to the increase in the police budget, so those funds can be dedicated to the city staffing and funds needed to ensure community and city services?
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Bus Routes

Good evening, my name is _______and I live in Councillor _______ ward.

I know many women who rely upon public transit to transport themselves and their families to needed services and jobs everyday.  I am very concerned about the plans to eliminate some bus routes, and cut back  weekend and evening travel of  buses.  I know many women who rely upon buses for their family and to get to work. It is the women who work night and evening shifts, who will have longer waits at bus stops and walk greater distances.  This will reduce women’s ability to get to work safely. (give your own example)  
Will you vote to maintain these badly needed bus routes?
	Safe and Affordable Housing

My name is _____________and I live in ____________ward

I have seen the impact on women’s lives when they find safe and affordable housing.  Social housing is a valuable resource in this community, however years of underfunding is contributing to the decay of many units and long waiting list. (give an example from your own experience 
Will you vote for a city budget that takes steps to repair, replace and uphold all City Housing stock?  At the same time, will you be sending a strong message to the provincial government that they must provide funding for social housing?
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	Recreation fees

Good evening, my name is ________and I live in Councillor _________ ward.  The recreation programs, provided by the City of Ottawa, are very important for the health of our communities.  As a parent, I have seen how participating in sports and programs has helped to keep my children healthy and active. When I can afford an exercise class, I am healthier too. (or give your own example) 


I am concerned that raise in recreation fees each year will make it unaffordable for people I know. Subsides do not address this problem as many people do not know they are available or are too ashamed to request them.

Will you oppose yet another raise in recreation fees in this year’s budget?
Childcare 
"I am _______________________________ ; I live in ____________ ward. 

My question has to do with child care. I know many, many parents in Ottawa that are unable to access child care, either because they cannot afford it or they can not find it. Right now there are about 8,000 children on Ottawa's Centralized Waiting List... waiting! 

 

We are hearing a lot about the "gaps" in funding for hard services like, roads, bridges, sewers and other "infrastructure renewal" but very little about the gaps (like the one I just mentioned) in health and social services. Our City needs to be going beyond simply "maintaining" current health and social service levels. We need to be talking about how we are going to deal with the gaps that are growing in our services. 

 

Q - As my elected representative to Council are you prepared to strike a better balance in addressing both the infrastructure and human service gaps. Are you prepared to call on the province to properly fund child so that it is affordable and accessible for families in our City?
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Reducing City Staff
I am concerned about  City Staff cuts in this budget. But as I take the bus, turn on my water tap and take my child to daycare, I wonder: Is it really possible to find more efficiencies in the city without reducing the quality of services? I understand that the plan is to cut “internal staff” doing the behind the scenes work for the city, but cutting these staff will eventually affect the quality of our services as we loose expertise and knowledge.

How can you ensure that any further reductions in city staff will not affect the quality of services in our city?
On Raising Taxes

Every time I get on a bus, turn on the tap water or take my child to daycare, I am reminded that these are public services that are important for quality of life in our city.  Paying taxes for good quality public services is part of the deal we make to live in an equitable, stronger and healthier society. Ontario is the only province that pays for city services with the property tax bill.  Cities across Ontario are calling on the federal and provincial governments to provide more funding for cities. In the meantime, cities in Ontario are raising property taxes to maintain services. 

(if you rent) I rent my home, but when property taxes go up, the landlord passes it on to me with a rent increase.  I prefer to pay this extra cost in order to ensure there are services for everyone. Paying taxes for good quality public services is part of the deal we make to live in an equitable, stronger and healthier society.

Are you prepared to raise the property taxes to the amount needed to ensure we can maintain services and pressure higher levels of government to provide funding so that such raises are not needed in the future?
	Make your views known

· Attend a ward consultation 

(Nov 5 - 28)
· Write a letter, e-mail or call your City Councillor or the Mayor (remember you can leave a message)

· Write a letter to the editor of local papers 

· Submit your views on the city web-site 

· Call 311 (special budget line)

· Attend Budget approbation sessions during  City Council meetings, Dec 1 – 5
· Look for details on city web-site: www.ottawa.ca
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