City for All Women Initiative (CAWI)

Initiative: une ville pour toutes les femmes (IVTF)

Transit Committee, February 9, 2009

Good afternoon, Bonjour Conseillers et Conseillères.
Thank you for taking the time to hear from the public at this important moment in our 

city’s  history.  Merci de prendre le temps pour entendre le public a ce moment historique pour notre ville.
My name is Gada Nohra, I am here today representing the network of women in the

City for All Women Initiative (CAWI)/ Initiative: une ville pour toutes les femmes (IVTF).
Our message is brief. 

We have seen how members of our families and communities have suffered during this strike.  We know men and women who have struggled with health complications and depression as they were shut in. Many women in our network depend completely upon public transit to get to work, school and take care of their family needs.

All of this has taught us the importance of our municipal services.
We thank you for doing everything you can to get the buses rolling as soon as possible.  The well-being of our communities and our environment depends upon it.  Offering free bus service initially is an important step in making this happen.  

However, we are concerned that the public will be shocked when they discover the price of bus tickets will rise by 7.5% in April, as planned in the 2009 City Budget.  This fare increase was already going to make buses less affordable for residents and discourage people with cars from taking the bus.

If you want to get people back on the buses and give economic relief to those who have suffered in this bus strike, it will be important to not raise the fare in April.

We ask that you pass a motion to not raise the fare this year or, at the very least, postpone the date of the fare increase.
Thank you for all you are doing to get our city moving again.

Merci de tous que vous faites pour remettra notre ville sur ses rails. 
