Women’s Action Team on Safety and Crime Prevention
Good Afternoon Mayor O’Brien and City Councillors,

My name is Gada Nahra. I live in Alta Vista, Ward 18 and I am a

member of the Safety and Crime Prevention Women Action Team.

My name is Lisa D’Addess. I live am also a member of the Safety

and Crime Prevention Women Action Team. I would like to take

this opportunity for allowing me to address council today. I come

before you here today as a white, single, middle class, woman who

has a Master’s degree. I am in the minority. For most of the

women that I represent here today, do not have the voice, privilege,

education, and resources to access the government. Many women

are silenced and have to carry around their secrets of experiencing

violence as they are usually afraid to speak up and seek the help

that they need. I can state many examples from the media,

research, and personal experience. However, I am here today to

make sure that the City of Ottawa becomes a safer city by

providing the necessary information, services, commitment to

dialogue with the public, and a transparency and accountability to

its citizens who elected all of you to represent us. Most women’s

experiences with regards to safety are not represented in

government policies and laws as evidenced by the lack of mention

of the word crime, safety, or how this relates to women and

children.

In reading the Draft City Strategic Directions Report there are a

number of components of concern to us. As mentioned by Lisa,

safety is a particular area of concern that has been overlooked.

Ottawa is known as the city with the lowest reported crime rate in

the country. However we would like to point out that a lowest

reported crime rate does not mean that this city is safe or cannot

become safer. At no point in the Strategic Directions did we see a

reference to safety. The Safety and Crime Prevention Action Team

would like to see a commitment to a Sustainable, Healthy, Active

and SAFE city.

Many components of a SAFE and Healthy City requires a

commitment to adequate services for the community.

Unfortunately services currently are not adequate or affordable,

particularly for families living on social assistance.

As a woman with three children and fleeing violence, I am

dependent on Social Safety nets. It has been almost 2 years since I

have applied for Social Housing and I continue wait. Despite my

need for Social Housing I worry about the level of safety in these

buildings.

The Strategic Directions Report also makes reference of supporting

recreational facilities and programming to match population

growth. A commendable objective but I encourage you to

recognize and remedy the current inadequate levels of these

facilities, particularly in relation to the affordability of programs

and services for low income families

When we think of safe neighbourhoods many jump to the solution

of increasing police presence. However our Action Team does not

envision a city over run by police officers, rather our vision for a

safe city requires a commitment to placing resources towards

building Social Capital.

Let’s commit ourselves to building community relationships, to

empowering the citizens of this great city. We suggest that the City

place its resources towards helping communities devise and

implement solutions best suited to their needs and concerns. What

we suggest here is not new—it is already happening. A perfect

example of this are the numerous Neighbourhood Watch projects

around Ottawa or the Hintonburg Neighbourhood Planning

Initiative which is a partnership between the city of Ottawa and the

Hintonburg community. Such projects allow citizens to determine

what type of neighbourhood they would like to live in. This is an

approach to engaging neighbours to work together to realize a

vibrant, unique and safe community.

In addition, we support your intention to pressure the Provincial

and Federal governments to take back and expand social service

programs, child care programs, social housing and public health.

However we urge you to recognize the potential impact this will

have on women, children and those who are most vulnerable.

Ottawa Community Housing has taken some very effective and

important steps to increasing safety in their buildings. If we were

successful in transferring social housing back to the province could

we ensure that these programs remain in effect? The challenge you

have before you is to not forget the needs of the most vulnerable in

the face of resolving financial constraints.

In closing we would like to urge you to consider using a gender

lens in future endeavours. We encourage you to look at the wealth

of our Social Capital and by investing in existing innovative and

successful projects to build up our most important asset, the

people of this great ci

ty, never excluding the most vulnerable but including the full

diversity of all citizens. Thank you for your time and attention

today.
