Women’s Eyes on the Draft Budget 2008
What will be the impact on women, our families and communities?

The 2008 Draft Budget paints a picture of the impact on our city if there is a 0% tax increase to property taxes:  many service cuts, increase in bus fares and user fees, reduction in city staff.  Even with a property tax 1.4% or 3.4%, there would be service reductions and increased costs to residents.  Here are some highlights (pdf - word) of proposed spending and revenues in the Draft City Budget.  Visit city web-site for more details.
This budget will determine the future of our city.  Here is how you can be informed and inform your Councillor and the Mayor what services you value. See attached sample questions you can ask or adapt one to fit your own experience.
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Women’s Eyes on a Triple Bottom Line 
In setting Strategic Priorities in July, City Council agreed to consider a Triple Bottom Line (economic, social and environmental impacts) in making decisions.

What do you think will be the social, environmental and economic impact on you, your family and community of this draft budget?

Women’s Eyes on Funding for Cities

Ontario is the only province that pays for city services with the property tax bill.  The provincial government mandates $47 million in programs that the city must provided, but does not pay its share. Cities across Ontario are calling on the federal and provincial governments to provide more funding for cities. In the meantime, cities in Ontario are raising property taxes to maintain services. Mississauga passed a resolution for a 5% tax increase.
What will we do in Ottawa?
	Attend multi ward and Councillor-led Consultations 
(Nov 15- 30). Check www.ottawa.ca for updates.
Ask a question of your Councillor. See attached sample questions you can ask or adapt one to fit your own experience.
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	Make your views known

· Write a letter, e-mail or call your City Councillor or the Mayor (remember you can leave a message)

· Write a letter to the editor of local papers 

· Submit your views on the city web-site 

· Call 311 (special budget line)
· Present a deputation to City Council, 
     Dec 3 – 7.
People for a Better Ottawa 
CAWI is joining with other community groups to show our collective concern that the services we value not be cut in this year’s budget. For more information, visit  http://www.betterottawa-meilleurottawa.ca
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Look for details on city web-site:– www.ottawa.ca
Our Views Matter!

Notre point de vue compte!

¡Nuestros puntos de vista cuentan!
Aragtideenna waa Muhiim!
Twes’ibyodutekereza bifit’agaciro!
我们的观点很重要！

City for All Women Initiative (CAWI)

Initiative: une ville pour toutes les femmes (IVTF)

www.cawi-ivtf.org
City for All Women Initiative – Initiative: une ville pour toutes les femmes 
www.cawi-ivtf.org

