Results of Consultations on
Budget Directions Report 2007

Organizations, individual citizens and groups from across the city responded in large numbers by presenting over 100 deputations to Council. City Council was had to add half-day of public delegations on January 12, due to the number of requests.   

The public gallery was filled with supporters throughout the process. A BIG THANK YOU to all who attended and supported the delegations. It was critical for both the Council and the delegations to have the firm backing of concerned citizens. 

City for All Women Initiative (CAWI) – Initiative: une ville pour toutes les femmes (IVTF) joined with other organizations in presenting a deputation and supporting women in bringing their concerns forward.  Our peach scarves were visible.

Did Council hear our key messages?
	CAWI’s Key Messages
	The result

	Consider more than one option; don’t keep taxes down at the cost of harming the health and safety of our community


	· Mayor O’Brien and Councillors certainly got the message that people care about the health and safety of our City.

· Almost good news. Council directed staff to present a draft budget with two options 1) a 0% budget that is sustainable and 2) a cost of living increase of 1.8%. (however, not enough to meet the $97 million shortfall)

	Don’t cut social services as it will result in community problems and increase crime.
	· Good news! Council directed staff not to cut the $22 million that funds community groups providing services, like child care, women’s centre, youth services, community health and resource centres and the arts. However, without an increase agencies may have to cut services as they try to deal with increases in their budgets. 



	Don’t cut the funds Council identified last year  to address unmet needs (“service enhancements”)


	· Good news! Council recommends that the 2007 budget include the ‘enhanced services’ , including the ones that CAWI spoke to:

· $6.5 million for Ottawa Community Housing Corporation for a Safer Communities Program and for maintenance to make the housing more sustainable.
· Francophone subsidized childcare spaces
· Continuation of Ontario Disability Pass Discount

	Don’t reduce city staffing that can affect the quality of programs and services.

Alternative service delivery (turning over government services to the private sector) is not the answer to funding shortfalls.

	· A danger: Community and Protective Services Department is to consider “alternative service delivery” (privatizing) of Community Funding and childcare.  Abandoning long cherished city programs that have played a vital role in supporting communities and the care of young children is not a way to find savings.

	Don’t raise user fees in recreation as they make the services less accessible to those who need them most. This, in turn, adds to crime.

	· A danger: The policy is that user fees in recreation are to rise by the same percentage as the cost of providing the program. This is likely to be one way the city will generate more funds to keep taxes down. 

	Don’t increase transit fares; the cost of fares and passes is already a strain on many of our budgets, especially those of us with large families.  Many women, especially immigrant, low-income and Aboriginal women, as well as women with disabilities rely on public transit to not only go to work, but to meet family needs.

	· A danger:   Transit fares are already supposed to rise by 2008 (to cover 55% of direct transit expenditures).  The budget directions suggested Council may still decide to increase transit fares even more to keep taxes down.  So those who use the buses would be paying to keep taxes down, not those who drive the cars.

	Ontario is the only province to fund services like childcare, housing, community health with property taxes.  This is a way of taxing that ignores income (a regressive way of taxing),  


	· Almost good news! Councillors are aware of this issue, but Council and the Mayor need to show leadership to get the Provincial and Federal governments to fix our problem.
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