Making Your Views Matter 
2007 City Budget
City Council is soon to make some important decisions that will affect the quality of life for you, your family and community.

On February 7th, City Council will release the draft budget for 2007.  You will have a little more than two weeks to let your Councillor know what you think before they vote on the budget February 26-28th.
Will it make a difference?

· Living in this city, you have experiences of what is needed to have a healthy and safe community.
· Councillors need to hear from you to make good decisions.  
So what can I do?
FIRST, find out what is in the draft budget which is to be released in City Council on February 7th
· Go to City Hall to sit in the public gallery of Council Chamber and watch.
· Watch City Council live on Rogers 22 or on the city web-site, www.ottawa.ca.
· Visit the city web-site to read the draft budget after February 7th.
· Listen for comments on the radio.

· Watch for articles and comments in the newspaper.

· Visit www.cawi-ivtf.org to read CAWI’s concerns.

SECOND, consider what is most important to you.

FOURTH, let your Councillor know your views

Don’t know the name of your City Councillor? To find out who is your councillor, visit the City’s website at www.ottawa.ca. Click on this link to access the City’s map of all the wards http://www.ottawa.ca/city_hall/mayor_council/wards/city_wards_en.html. You can also call the City at 3-1-1 to ask assistance.

Ask a question at a Councillor-sponsored consultation, February 12-16.  Call your Councillor to ask the time and place of the one for your ward.

Send a message by PHONE, LETTER or E-MAIL
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	By phone, you can call during the daytime to talk to staff or call in the evening to just leave a message on the machine. It’s that easy!




A sample message:

My name is _____________. I live in your ward, my phone (address) is ______ (OR I represent ________________ organization who works in your ward). I am calling (writing) to give you my input on the 2007 City’s Budget.

(state your key concern, why you think this point is important and how it affects you, your organization or community)

I look forward to hearing from you on how you will vote on these issues. Thank you.
Present a statement to City Council, February 19-23.  Visit the web-site for the contact to schedule your 5 minute presentation, www.ottawa.ca.

Watch how your Councillor votes, February 26 – 28th.

Our Views Matter!   Notre point de vue compte!
City for All Women Initiative (CAWI) / Initiative; une ville pour toutes les femmes (IVTF) is a partnership between women from diverse communities, community organizations, academics and the City of Ottawa. Our aim is to strengthen the capacity of the full diversity of women and the City of Ottawa to work in partnership so as to create a more inclusive city and promote gender equality. We assist the City of Ottawa in using a Gender Equality Lens in planning and decision making. 
